
 8th Grade Required Summer Reading Activity  2026-2027 
Text Analysis - The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

 
Analyzing something means studying it closely to understand it better or to find a deeper meaning. 
 
Analysis can be used to show that we understand a text's meaning and to discover important 
themes, details, lessons, and plot points the author wants us to see. 
 
How do I analyze? 
 
Ask yourself:  

 
1.​ What is this text saying to me? 

 
2.​  How is it saying this? 

 
 
Each chapter in The House on Mango Street is written in a vignette.  A vignette is a short scene that 
focuses on a single moment in time or a defining detail about a certain character, idea, or other element of 
the story. 
 
An Example of this from the novel, The House on Mango Street, is in the first paragraph 
as Esperanza describes all the places she has lived.  She has lived in so many different houses and 
streets that she can’t remember them all.   
 
The analysis of this part of the text would be: 
 
​ Claim:  By reading and thinking about (analyzing) these lines, I can see that to Esperanza, home  

does not mean a specific location.  My home is ____________, but Esperanza doesn’t 
​ share the same feeling as me. 
 
​ I can support my claim:  “To Esperanza, home does not mean a specific location.” 
 
​ A quote from the text:  “Before Keeler it was Paulina, and before that, I can’t 
​ remember.  But what I remember most is moving around a lot” (Page 3). 
 
​ How does this support my claim?:  Because if Esperanza thought of one specific place as 
​ her home, she would be happy describing it and would definitely be able to remember it. 
 

 
Now it is your turn to analyze the text, The House on Mango Street, by Sandra 
Cisneros.  Follow the directions on the following page carefully. 
 
 



 
 

Vignette Analysis for the Novel, The House on Mango Street 
 
The following activity is required and must be completed before the first full day of Literature 
class. This assignment will be used in class to deepen your understanding of the novel. 
 
 
 

1.​  Choose a vignette/chapter from the novel. 
 
​ ​ My vignette choice is ____________________________. 
 
 

2.​  Analyze the character’s perspective by answering the following 
questions… 

 
​ ​ * How did he or she feel during this situation? 
 
 
 

*  What specific quotes or page numbers tell you this?  Provide at least 
2-3 examples or quotes from the text that back up how you think they felt and 
why? Remember to include a page number for your quoted text. 

 
 

3.​  Now write a response paragraph that includes a claim, support for your 
claim(premise), a quote(s) from the text, and justify your claim and quotes.  
Follow the example from the previous page.   

 
4.​ Bring your own copy of the novel and your final written paragraph to the 

first Literature class. 


