7th Grade Required Summer Reading
2026-2027

7th Grade students are required to read
the novel:

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea

This realistic fiction novel is the first in a series of books by Rob Boyea. Mr. Terupt
is an amazing teacher who helps students who do not have much in common find strength within
themselves — and in each other

The "Plot Diagram” activity on the following page is also required with this reading
assignment. Be sure to bring your own copy of the novel and the completed Plot Diagram activity to
Literature on the first full day of class.

Below are the definitions of the plot points:

Exposition: a literary device that introduces background information about the setting, characters, and beginning of the
story situation.

Rising Action: a series of events that build conflict, tension, and generate interest in a story.
Climax: the point at which the tension, excitement, or stakes reach their highest level.

Falling Action: the part of the story that occurs after the climax, where the consequences of the climax are
demonstrated.

Resolution: the part where the main problem is solved, and the story ends.
Protagonist: the leading character.

Antagonist: a character who is presented as the main rival of the protagonist.
Conflict: describe a type (man vs man; man vs self; man vs society; man vs nature).

Theme: the central idea that the author is trying to convey.
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